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She currently serves on the boards of the

Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association—
College Retirement Equities Fund [TIAA-
CREF] Community of the Peace People,
U.S.A.; The Catholic University of America;
the Commission on Higher Education—Middle
States Association; the Advisory Board of The
National Museum of Women in the Arts;
Sound Shore Hospital Medical Center in West-
chester County, NY; and The Ursuline School
in New Rochelle, NY.

For these, and many other reasons, Sister
Dorothy Ann Kelly truly deserves our thanks
and congratulations, as she moves on to the
newly created position of chancellor of the
College of New Rochelle.
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TRIBUTE TO THE MEN OF
COMPANY ‘‘B’’

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to recognize Carl B. Stankovic and
the men of the Eighth Armored Division Asso-
ciation. These brave men served in Company
‘‘B’’ of the 78th Medical Battalion during World
War II.

The men of Company ‘‘B’’ will be celebrat-
ing their 48th Annual Convention Reunion in
King of Prussia, PA. Along with their families,
they will be engaging in a week of festivities,
taking them through the Fourth of July week-
end. The 78th Medical Battalion acquired the
reputation for excellence in their assistance
and treatment of the wounded during World
War II. The battalion is proud that not one life
was lost while tending to the injured and evac-
uating them from the front lines.

This unique group of veterans should take
pride in their versatility at having been able to
transfer their successes from country-to-coun-
try, as they traveled through England, France,
Belgium, Holland, Germany, and Czecho-
slovakia. They coined themselves ‘‘The Thun-
dering Herd,’’ which undoubtedly refers to their
unfaltering strength while traversing vast coun-
try sides.

The great sacrifices made by those who
served in World War II have resulted in the
freedom and prosperity of our country and in
countries around the world. The responsibility
rests within each of us to build upon the val-
iant efforts of these soldiers, so that the Unit-
ed States and the world will be a more free
and prosperous place. To properly honor the
heroism of our troops, we must make the most
of our freedom secured by their efforts.

We will be forever indebted to our veterans
and their families for the sacrifices they made
for our freedom. Mr. Speaker, I ask you and
my colleagues to join me in saluting the men
of the 78th Medical Battalion, Company ‘‘B’’ as
they observe the 48th anniversary of their bat-
tles for freedom.

DISAPPROVAL OF MOST-FAVORED-
NATION TREATMENT FOR CHINA

SPEECH OF

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 1997

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, this vote is
about many things. Human rights. Global se-
curity. Free—and fair—trade. But most impor-
tantly, it’s about American credibility.

Yesterday, a bill was on the calendar to pro-
hibit financial transactions with terrorist nations
like Iran, Libya, and Syria. It would have
passed without debate.

How ironic. China has provided Iran with ad-
vanced missile and chemical weapons tech-
nology. Sent missile-related components to
Syria. And sold Libya materials to produce nu-
clear weapons.

I suggest we have a credibility problem.
And what of human rights? Last year Con-

gress enacted the Helms-Burton Act to tighten
the screws on the Castro government. Why?
Because we decry the human rights abuses
perpetrated by the Castro regime. Some of
our staunchest allies threatened economic re-
prisals if this law were implemented. But that
didn’t stop us.

Yet when it comes to China, we ignore our
own State Department report that the human
rights situation actually got worse in 1996.

I suggest we have a credibility problem.
Then, of course, there’s trade. We rant and

rave about the unfair trade practices of the
Japanese. Yet, to quote from Sunday’s Los
Angeles Times, ‘‘China has developed a lab-
yrinth of tariff and non-tariff barriers against
United States goods and services that would
make the Japanese blush.’’

That’s why the Wall Street Journal reported
this week that our trade deficit with China will
soon surpass our deficit with Japan. Our trade
relationship with China means a net loss of
thousands of American jobs, and a projected
deficit of fifty billion dollars this year.

And we complain about the Japanese.
I suggest we have a credibility problem.
In fact, I submit that this vote is fundamen-

tally about American credibility. Whether our
policies will be consistent with our principles:
On human rights. Global security. Free and
fair trade.

If, in fact, these are our principles, then we
cannot demand compliance from the rest of
the world and set a different standard for
China. Vote yes on the resolution.
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WARTIME VIOLATION OF ITALIAN-
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 1997

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with
my colleague from New York, Congressman
LAZIO, to introduce a bill that calls on the
President, on behalf of the United States Gov-
ernment, to formally acknowledge that the civil
liberties of Italian-Americans were violated
during World War II.

In 1994, the American Italian Historical As-
sociation released a historical document enti-

tled ‘‘Una Storia Segreta,’’ (A Secret History)
that recounts the lives of Italian-Americans
from 1939 to 1945. Many of its findings are
disturbing. For example, on December 7,
1941, Federal agents, without regard for the
basic constitutional right of due process, de-
tained hundreds of Italian-Americans, classi-
fied them as ‘‘dangerous aliens’’ and shipped
them to internment camps. By 1942, all Italian-
Americans were forbidden to travel beyond a
5-mile radius of home and required to carry a
photo ID. What was their crime? Suspicion
that they might be dangerous in time of war
because they were of Italian ancestry.

Our Government owes it to the Italian-Amer-
ican community to heighten public awareness
of this unfortunate chapter in our Nation’s his-
tory. This story needs to be told in order to ac-
knowledge that these events happened, to re-
member those whose lives were unjustly dis-
rupted and whose freedoms were violated,
and to help repair the damage to the Italian-
American community. This legislation calls for
the formation of an advisory committee to as-
sist in the compilation of relevant information
and urges the President and Congress to pro-
vide direct financial support for the education
of the American public through such initiatives
as the production of a film documentary.

Most importantly, this bill requests the De-
partment of Justice to prepare and publish a
report detailing the United States Govern-
ment’s role in this tragic episode. The purpose
of this report would be to compile facts and
figures associated with the Italian-American
community during the early 1940’s including
names of all Italian-Americans who were
forced into custodial detention, prevented from
working or arrested for curfew or other minor
violations, and those prevented from working.
Furthermore, the report would illustrate our
Government’s unfortunate policies and prac-
tices during this period, including an examina-
tion of the Government’s apparent denial and
disregard of due process and adequate legal
protection to a large segment of its citizenry.

Mr. Speaker, our legislation calls upon the
President to formally acknowledge our Gov-
ernment’s systemic denial of basic human
rights and freedoms to Italian-Americans. By
bringing to light this unfortunate episode we
help to ensure that similar injustices and viola-
tions of civil liberties do not occur in the future.

Mr. Speaker, I have attached the opening
remarks by Hon. Dominic R. Massaro, Justice
of the Supreme Court of New York, during the
opening ceremony of the Storia Segreta ex-
hibit in New York. His remarks accurately por-
tray the injustices done to the Italian-Ameri-
cans during World War II. I ask you to read
the Honorable Massaro’s statement and urge
you to cosponsor this important piece of legis-
lation.

NOVEMBER 6, 1995: OPENING REMARKS BY HON.
DOMINIC R. MASSARO, JUSTICE OF THE SU-
PREME COURT OF NEW YORK, OPENING CERE-
MONY, ‘‘UNA STORIA SEGRETA: WHEN ITAL-
IAN AMERICANS WERE ‘ENEMY ALIENS,’ ’’
GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER,
CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK [CUNY],
NEW YORK, N.Y.
Dr. Scelsa, director of the Calandra Insti-

tute, our distinguished Consul General in
New York, Minister Mistretta, the Gov-
ernor’s representative, Ms. Massimo-Berns,
President Horowitz and Provost Zadorian of
CUNY, our Curator Ms. Scherini, friends.

We are gathered to pay tribute to those
who have suffered injustice, and to recognize
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that our community, in many ways, contin-
ues to suffer because of their plight. To Mar-
tini Battistessa, age 65, who threw himself in
front of a passing railroad train. To Giuseppe
Micheli, age 57, who cut his throat with a
butcher knife. To Giovanni Sanguenetti, age
62, who hanged himself. To Stefano
Terranova, age 65, who leaped to his death
from a three story building. Terranova left a
chilling note: ‘‘I believe myself to be good,
but find myself deceived. I don’t know why.’’
The ‘‘why?’’ reverberates even today. Each
man, by Executive Order of the President of
the United States, had been declared an
‘‘enemy alien’’; and directed by the Depart-
ment of Justice to evacuate his California
home.

Few readers of morning newspapers that
February in 1942 probably paid much atten-
tion to the scant reportage of these last des-
perate acts, dwarfed as they were by news of
global warfare. But these four deaths—in
Richmond, Vallejo, Stockton and San Fran-
cisco—incidental as they might have seemed
in the rush of momentous events in the early
months of World War II, were nonetheless
important pieces in a larger mosaic of an
American tragedy.

‘‘Una Storia Segreta: When Italian Ameri-
cans Were ‘Enemy Aliens’ ’’ memorializes
that tragedy. I first viewed this exhibit in
Sacramento with the lawyer, Bill Cerruti,
who has done so much to make these long-
buried events find their rightful place as his-
torical reality. It is a bold exhibit, as well as
a strong refusal by Americans of Italian de-
scent to keep silent about a largely unknown
story of arrest, relocation and internment
during World War II. It is a story that has re-
mained hidden for a half century because of
the silence first imposed by Government,
then adopted as a protective cover of shame
by those scarred. The exhibit documents and
records a painful episode of the Italian expe-
rience in America. It is a moving portrayal
of the enormity of human deprivation and
suffering brought about by Government ef-
forts that violated basic civil rights, efforts
motivated largely by ethnic bias, wartime
hysteria and a failure of political leadership.

Most Americans know about the intern-
ment of Japanese Americans during the Sec-
ond World War, but few, even in our commu-
nity, are aware that the Federal Govern-
ment, also without adequate security rea-
sons, restricted the freedom of 600,000 Ital-
ians, legal residents of the United States for
decades, many of whom had lived here since
the turn of the century and, in fact, were
also American citizens.

At the time World War II broke out in 1941,
Americans of Italian descent were the larg-
est immigrant group residing in the United
States. In addition to the 600,000 foreign-
born, millions more were American born.
They resided thoughout the country. That
more Italian Americans were affected by
wartime restrictions than Japanese Ameri-
cans is not of the moment, for injustice can
never be quantified; each instance is abso-
lute.

I am pleased to see that the Order Sons of
Italy in America’s Commission for Social
Justice is a co-sponsor of this noteworthy ef-
fort. For it was late in the night of December
7, 1941, a day that will indeed live in infamy,
and only hours after the bombing at Pearl
Harbor, that Filippo Molinari, a founding
member of the Order in San Francisco, was
confronted at home by three policemen. He
was arrested on unspecified charges, de-
tained at the Santa Clara County jail, and
thereafter shipped to a detention center in
far off Fort Missoula, Montana.

And while it was the Order that later was
to galvanize Italian American opposition and
political clout, first on the East Coast and
then throughout the nation that eventually

would end the hateful ‘‘enemy alien’’ status
on Columbus Day, 1942, Molinari was not
alone on that fateful night. Within 72 hours
of war, thousands of community leaders,
newspaper editors and teachers of the lan-
guage were similarly arrested; and during
the course of the year, Government edicts
would be directed nationwide at all those of
Italian ancestry. Italian language schools
were closed; Italian American organizations
were harrassed; Italian American meetings
became suspect. Curfews, residence restric-
tions and travel curtailments were put in
place; searches and seizures of personal prop-
erty were conducted without the color of
law—not to speak of the paranoia, bigotry
and military policy that conspired on the
West Coast to arrest, relocate and intern
some 10,000 of our people. And in community
after community across the nation, Italian
immigrants were required to register and
carry identification cards.

Archibald McLeisch, the poet, tells us that
‘‘America was promise.’’ ‘‘America’’ is im-
precise as a descriptive geographical term,
standing neither for a particular country nor
a clearly defined land mass. But it perfectly
defines a state of expectation. And this ex-
pectation, this promise has always equated
with fundamental rights. We were the first
people to found a nation on the basis of
rights, and individual rights are the founda-
tion of the American identity. No society
recognizes a greater range of individual
rights entitled to fulfillment under its laws
than the United States. Even our failures as
a nation are measured in terms of rights.
The Declaration of Independence offered the
promise of a Government based on rights,
and the Constitution not only enumerated
them, but guaranteed them as ‘‘inalienable,’’
pre-existing rights anterior to and superior
to the state.

Yet these inalienable rights were violated
with impunity in the early days of World
War II, on the flimsiest of accusation, with-
out any finding of wrongdoing or basis in
fact. It would be correct to say that the
crime was merely being of Italian ancestry.
This on the heels of a zenophobic, then exist-
ing national origins quota system that had
discriminatorily sought to exclude our
grandparents as immigrants for two previous
decades.

A powerful message was sent and received
in Italian American communities nation-
wide: Italian language and culture, and those
who prompted either or both, were not desir-
able, and represented an inimical danger to
the American way. The language was si-
lenced; the culture was suppressed. And the
effects remain: the decimation of great na-
tional organizations, the loss of Italian lan-
guage facility by succeeding generations, the
cultural amnesia of many Italian Americans,
the super-patriotism of many others.

Thousands were forced from their homes,
denied the opportunity to pursue their liveli-
hoods, their businesses closed, their assets
dissipated, their lives disrupted. And the ar-
rests, the relocations, the internments—
these were accomplished without due process
of law, notwithstanding the fact that not a
single instance was ever documented of an
individual of Italian ancestry aiding the
enemy, committing an act of espionage, sab-
otage or fifth column activity. On the con-
trary, upwards of one half million Italian
American men-at-arms, the greatest number
of any American ethnic group, were at that
moment battling on two war fronts to pre-
serve liberty and justice for all. Clearly,
Government claims of military necessity at
the time have since been demolished by a
generation of scholars; indeed, by the graph-
ic illustrations presented by this exhibit.

The conduct of the Federal Government to-
ward persons who had done no wrong is un-

questionably one of the most shameful in the
history of our Republic. This grave and fun-
damental injustice of treatment of those of
Italian ancestry has yet to be acknowledged;
in point of fact, it is truly unknown or pur-
posely ignored, or even worse, flatly denied.
The exhibit informs the public about this
wartime tragedy. Not only does it pay trib-
ute to those who were victimized and stig-
matized, but it testifies in significant re-
spects to the contemporary state of Italian
Americana. Most important, perhaps, it con-
tributes to a better understanding of how the
venom of intolerance can give rise to the
maelstrom of persecution to make for such
events; and how respect for the rule of law
can prevent such occurrences vis-a-vis any
minority group, regardless of race, creed,
color or national origin.

The American Italian Historical Society is
to be commended for organizing a presen-
tation that sheds new light on an histori-
cally and socially relevant experience, as is
the Calandra Institute of this great Univer-
sity for bringing it to the spiritual capital of
the Italian in America—the City of New
York. I thank both these distinguished aca-
demic entities for having invited me to open
it here today.
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DISAPPROVAL OF MOST-FAVORED-
NATION TREATMENT FOR CHINA

SPEECH OF

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT, JR.
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 1997

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I want to
express my support for normal trade relations
with China, which is our best option for pro-
moting long-term progress in Chinese society.
I am deeply concerned by the efforts of the
Chinese Government to interfere with the
basic human rights of Chinese citizens, includ-
ing freedom of faith and religious practice,
freedom of speech and thought and the free-
dom to assemble and petition the government
without being crushed by tanks. I believe that
every government, every leader has the duty
to respect basic human rights, and that no
government may use tradition as an excuse
for oppressing its own citizens.

I support MFN status for China because I
deplore the repressive tactics of the Chinese
Government. I believe in the appeal of the
United States and the values of freedom this
country represents. Engagement with China
means a continuation of the trade, investment
and personal interaction which breaks down
the tyranny of the Chinese state. While en-
gagement has not improved human rights con-
ditions in China as rapidly as any of us would
like, I believe interaction with the world econ-
omy and American values will help the Chi-
nese people create the conditions necessary
for social change. By increasing access to
phones, faxes, the Internet and Western
media, American engagement has helped the
Chinese people circumvent government con-
trols over information. By spurring stupendous
growth in China’s coastal regions, trade has
helped break down government controls over
migration from province to province. By intro-
ducing western ideas, engagement has
spurred a growing ‘‘home-church’’ movement
of Chinese who refuse to entrust their souls to
state-sanctioned, state-controlled churches.
This is real progress.
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